
Narrowboating with West 
Yorkshire Scouts



Why narrowboating?

Fancy trying a new experience?
A change from camping?
Then how about trying narrowboating. Get 

away from the rushed pace of everyday 
life and slow down to 4mph! Take your 
accomodation with you as you explore the 
canals, and see the area from a different 
viewpoint.



Who can go?

Narrowboating can be for everybody. 
Groups, usually of 10, plus 2 leaders, can 
hire a boat for a day, a weekend, or a full 
week. Day trips are suitable for all ages, 
overnight stays for older Cubs and Scouts. 
There is plenty to do to keep everyone 
involved, steering, working locks, looking 
after the boat, cooking …..



What requirements are there for 
leaders?

• Skipper to hold Adventurous Activities 
Permit for Narrowboating
– Need RYA Inland Helmsman Certificate or 

Community Narrowboat Charge Certificate

– Also need First Aid certificate (min 4 hours)
– Checked by County Narrowboating Advisor, 

then authorised by DC.

• Overnight stays need Nights away permit



Local Boats available for use by 
Scouts

• Central Yorks Scouts - Jubilee Venture 
(Wakefield)

• West Yorkshire Guides - Spirit of Guiding 
(Sowerby Bridge)

• Safe Anchor Trust (Shepley Bridge)
• Bradford Barge Association – Out and 

About (Bingley)



Example pictures (Jubilee Venture)



Example pictures (Jubilee Venture)



Example pictures (General)



Contact

County Narrowboating Advisor
John Allport

narrowboating@wyscouts.org.uk

For details of boats, training or activities permits


